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WELCOME KEYNOTEDear Climate Leaders,

Thank you for joining us at the American Climate Leadership Summit (ACLS19) 
to share and collaborate on breakthroughs to expand public support and 
political will for climate solutions. 

Over two days, we learned the latest on climate from experts in their fields, 
and participated in working sessions to collaborate on strategies to transform 
climate action into a true national priority. 

Important discussions were had, issues raised, and ideas seeded. We must 
now bring our ideas out of the room and keep them moving forward to 
catalyze more diverse and effective climate action.

We learned a great deal, and hope you did too. Now is the time for us all to 
bring the ideas generated at ACLS19 forward to reality.

In this spirit, we provide you this Recommendations Report, complete with 
speaker summaries and working session outputs. We ask that you join us in 
incorporating these learnings into your go-forward plans, and to connect and 
collaborate with us and each other for leverage, scale, and speed.

We know we can still solve the problem — the technology, policies, and 
finances are at hand. To be successful, we need strong public support and 
political will, and to diversify our movement to be more inclusive, just, and 
equitable. We can implement these ideas and change our trajectory. The time 
for breakthrough is now. 

ecoAmerica would like to thank our Summit co-hosts: African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church, American Geophysical Union, The Episcopal Church, 
The Environmental Defense Fund, The Kresge Foundation, Milken Institute 
School of Public Health at The George Washington University, The Trust for 
Public Land, United Church of Christ, and William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation, 
as well as our generous partners, who contributed their intellectual and 
financial support to bring the Summit to life.

Thank you for the many ways you lead on climate. We look forward to 
collaborating with you, and to seeing you at an even more dynamic and 
inclusive ACLS 2020.

Sincerely,

Meighen Speiser

Executive Director
ecoAmerica

Bob Perkowitz

President
ecoAmerica

Bob Perkowitz 
President  
ecoAmerica

For most of us, things seem to be going quite well. Our families, 
careers, economy, and life immediately around us are fairly fine. 
But if you look a bit more broadly, things aren’t going so well. 
We’re amidst what we call “the new normal.” Our climate is 
changing. Record wildfires, flooding, storms and temperatures 
abound through the U.S. and world. In the 1980s there were 
about 250 major environmental disasters a year. Now there are 
750 a year and growing. What we thought was queued up for 
2100 is here today.

Right now, there’s a third more carbon in the atmosphere than 
there has been at any time in the last 800,000 years, when the 
world was a very different place.

We need to dramatically and immediately begin reducing our 
emissions. We are here to achieve breakthroughs that will cause 
this to happen.

We have had a bunch of breakthroughs already. In particular the 
cost of wind and solar have come down to a small fraction of 
what they were. The cost of lithium ion batteries has fallen by 
86% in the past five years, 30% last year alone.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In America, five states, and more than 100 cities have committed 
to 100% clean energy. The entire continent of Europe, 28 
countries, have a plan to go to zero net emissions by 2050. 
That’s what we all need to do. And, America should be leading.

We can turn this whole thing around. We have to build resilience 
in our personalities and in our communities. We can actually 
restore our climate and have a healthier, more beautiful, and 
cleaner planet. The breakthrough we need is really a breakthrough 
for each of us personally. We need to amplify our actions and 
effectiveness and shift our organizations, communities, country, 
and the planet to a clean energy future, now.

“We need to dramatically and immediately begin reducing 
our emissions. We are here to achieve breakthroughs that 
will cause this to happen.”
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SOLUTIONS + STATE OF OUR CLIMATE

Recent IPCC and NCA reports indicate we need a rapid 
transition to climate solutions. America’s climate experts 
shared information on how breakthroughs on solutions are 
accessible and accelerating. Session Video HERE

We need a broader array of Americans who care about climate, 
and are willing to support political, personal, and corporate 
action. We also need a sense of urgency. We can’t assume a 
regular path of effort and technological discovery, because 
that regular path, in terms of time, is not going to cut it. 
Climate solutions must work for all of our citizenry. We must 
recognize the issue of environmental justice. And, we must 
work in a way that can gain the support of both political parties 
which we do not have today.

Moderated by Frank Loy 
ecoAmerica Board Member, Former Under Secretary of State for Global 
Affairs, United States Department of State

There are two climate goals to keep in mind. The first is getting 
to net zero by mid-century to prevent runaway climate change. 
The second is to reduce greenhouse gases as early as we 
can. We have the technologies now (efficiency, renewables, 
electrification, land sinks), but they need to be fueled by 
more ambitious policies. We need to expand political will to 
move these forward. We also need a breakthrough in our own 
thinking, to consider technologies that may not be our personal 
favorites, and approach solutions with openness.

Ken Kimmell
President, Union of Concerned Scientists

If you can measure it, you can manage it. More than 16 
satellites look at the earth every day in different ways, and that 
information can create pathways to solutions. Earth observation 
data is powerful, actionable information that we can use to 
understand better the planet and its geology, biology, and 
oceans. Breakthroughs in earth observation data will drive the 
breakthroughs we need to address climate change. On this 
50th anniversary of humans on the Moon, let’s make climate 
solutions our next “moon shot.”

Ellen R. Stofan, PhD 
Director, Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum
Former Chief Scientist, NASA

We can solve global warming. Even with the most conservative 
assumptions we can drawdown carbon in the next 30 years. 
Project Drawdown has outlined 100 solutions. Some are 
surprising! The single most impactful solution, for instance, is 
properly managing and disposing of HFC used in refrigerators 
and air conditioners. Securing the rights of women and girls can 
also have a positive impact on the atmosphere. When you add 
up giving girls education and doctors, it actually is the number 
one solution to climate change.

Brad Palmer 
Chairman, Project Drawdown

We are a representative democracy. What we say drives up 
through the chain and our politics. Politics drive the policy. 
Policy drives industry and solutions. We need policy! And, we 
have made progress. The DOE’s budget on clean energy R&D 
has increased over the past 3 years, including 15% in 2018. 
Appropriations like 45Q allow carbon capture to be “in the 
money.” Getting carbon capture technology off the ground, 
and scaling it up to bring the costs down gives us a shot at one 
of the thorniest problems that we have in climate change.

Jay Faison
Founder, ClearPath 

BREAKTHROUGHS:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iyi3A0nRgKc&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=3&t=27s


8           2019 American Climate Leadership Summit Report ecoAmerica            9

CLEAN ENERGY, EFFICIENCY, STORAGE

AGU is a community of 110,000 scientists in 168 countries who 
study all aspects of earth, oceans, atmosphere, space, and 
the sun — science for the benefit of humanity. Our Thriving 
Earth Exchange connects our scientists with communities, 
and nearly 100 projects currently benefit over 10 million 
people. We can help you find a scientist to assist you with local 
solutions, ranging from convincing your city, county, or state 
government to do really impactful policy to helping you develop 
a monitoring or applied solution. 

Christine McEntee
Executive Director + CEO, American Geophysical Union 

There is no future path to prosperity without strong climate 
solutions. Solving methane emissions is the biggest thing we 
can do to slow down the pace of warming. EDF is partnering 
with local government and organizations in Puerto Rico to 
develop renewable energy and a micro-grid system. This will 
provide clean power, and the system can be unplugged from the 
main grid. This will allow communities, especially in rural areas, 
to have access to critical services even after a disaster, which is 
good for safety, reliability, and energy access. 

Derek Walker 
Vice President for U.S. Climate, Environmental Defense Fund

BREAKTHROUGHS:

National clean energy, efficiency and storage experts will 
share the good news on breakthroughs in accessibility, 
reliability, and cost competitiveness, and discuss the 
personal benefits for Americans and our nation.  
Session Video HERE

It is imperative that we begin to act on climate as a nation and 
with other nations. A lot is happening to address the serious 
challenge in front of us, by governments around the world, 
corporations, and many organizations. Our federal government 
is starting to talk about fueling technological innovation, 
building on the progress of clean energy and electrification 
in other countries. But we must exercise our first amendment 
rights to pressure policymakers to advance solutions we can 
implement now, and on new innovations to protect our children 
and grandchildren.

Moderated by Phil Sharp 
ecoAmerica Board Chair, Former President, Resources for the Future

How can we reverse climate change rather than just attempt 
to slow it down? The energy inside of an atom is 1 million times 
more powerful than burning fossil fuels. That incredible power 
is probably the reason we are so wary of it now. If we are going 
to tackle climate change, a problem 1,000 times harder than 
anything we’ve ever encountered before, it would be nice to 
have a tool 1 million times more powerful. We need powerful 
energy to undo 100 years of previous energy emissions.

Bret Kugelmass
Managing Director, Energy Impact Center

We have more wind under construction in this country than 
ever before. Wind turbine and solar technicians have either 
been the fastest or second fastest growing profession in this 
country, so if you’re a young person looking for a job, get into 
wind or solar. Wind capacity has more than tripled since 2008, 
and can power over 30 million homes. While it can be variable, 
it is reliable. Wind is the cheapest source of new electricity 
unsubsidized. It’s doggone affordable and Americans want it! 
But we need more transmission, and a price on carbon.

Tom Kiernan
President + CEO, American Wind and Energy Association 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upPi2RECu-0&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=4&t=1991s
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NATURE + CARBON CAPTURE

There is an array of land management practices where nature 
can play a key role in taking carbon pollution out of the air. We 
can better manage our forests across the country, reforest places 
like Louisiana, restore grasslands in Montana, and encourage 
low-till and no-till farming in Iowa. Our coastal ecosystems, like 
tidal marshes and mangroves can also help remove carbon from 
the atmosphere. Every part of the country has a meaningful role 
to play, and has ecosystems that can contribute to solving the 
problem. But we must protect them accordingly.

Jason Albritton
Director of U.S. Energy Policy, The Nature Conservancy

We know that it’s important to engage the real economy of 
cities, states, universities, faith-based groups, and businesses. 
World Wildlife Fund has built partnerships around the world 
with some of the world’s largest businesses, and the results are 
encouraging. The business community has begun to create 
a nonpartisan community of actors that have committed 
to working together on climate change. And they are now 
beginning to experiment with new trade associations and ways 
of engaging governments that could unlock the key to moving 
on the issue in both energy and land use.

Carter Roberts
President + CEO, World Wildlife Fund

BREAKTHROUGHS:

Our natural systems clean our air, store carbon, protect 
us from heat, provide us sustenance, and make our 
communities more beautiful and resilient. National 
conservation and environmental leaders shared 
breakthroughs on how nature provides powerful climate 
solutions. Session Video HERE

When America begins entrepreneurially, energetically, and 
enthusiastically solving the climate dilemma, nature will be on 
our side. We understand nature’s power when it manifests as a 
hurricane, wildfire, or flood, and we can be amazed at its daily 
power to sequester carbon. As every crop, tree, flower, and 
blade of grass grows, it sequesters carbon, as do our oceans 
and wetlands. But, all of us need to empower nature to do its 
thing, and we need to diversity the movement to ensure we 
meet this goal equitably.

Moderated by Lisa Renstrom
ecoAmerica Board Member, Trustee / Former President Bonwood 
Social Investments / Sierra Club

There’s great alignment for the types of practices to reduce 
emissions, and the things that landowners, farmers, ranchers, 
and forest owners already want to do to make their operations 
more profitable and sustainable. Conservation tillage, cover 
crops, and nutrient management can benefit the climate and 
improve landowners’ bottom lines. And we can improve forest 
health (by thinning, introducing natural and prescribed fires), 
which will improve the ability of ecosystems to store carbon and 
make them more resilient to climate impacts.

Robert Bonnie
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment,  
U.S. Department of Agriculture

The Nature Conservancy did a study last year showing that 
a fifth of U.S. emissions can be prevented or sequestered by 
natural climate solutions. To get reforestation and improved 
agricultural practices to scale, we need to get revenue 
streams to the owners of working lands. If we find a way that 
moves dollars to rural landowners across the country on a 
regular basis, whether through regulatory processes or federal 
programs for subsidies and incentives, it could change the 
political calculus around climate policy.

Andrew Bowman
President, Land Trust Alliance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBmK5MZkLlk&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=5&t=1950s
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LUNCH KEYNOTE

The Green New Deal and “Fee and Dividend” have joined 
Cap-and-Trade, Fee-and-Invest, and Price and Block Grant in 
the competitive world for climate policy solutions in the U.S. 
Economist Bob Litterman and Sunrise Movement Co-Founder 
Evan Weber joined ecoAmerica President Bob Perkowitz for a 
discussion to bring clarity to these options.

Litterman, a board member of the Climate Leadership Council 
championed the “Fee and Dividend” approach, an increasing tax 
on GHG emissions coupled with border adjustments, with the 
funds distributed on a per capita basis to all Americans.

Weber advocated for the Green New Deal (GND), a broader 
approach that would guarantee good paying jobs, quality health 
care, housing, and a clean and thriving natural world while 
achieving net zero emissions by 2030.

Both recognized the need for rapid, extreme reductions in 
carbon pollution. Litterman recognized the risks of proceeding 
without adequate action, economic advantages of a price on 
carbon, equity in distributing revenues on a per capita basis to 
all citizens, and the need to bring in business and conservatives 
with a practical solution. Weber spoke of the need for political 
and social solutions appropriate for the scale of the problem, 
and the popularity of the GND amongst progressives and 
younger Americans. Perkowitz probed the weaknesses of 
each option, and sought to find common ground between the 
solutions to achieve the highest possibility for success in the 
2020 elections and next congress.
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CLIMATE JUSTICE, INCLUSION, JUST TRANSITION

The Just Transition Fund helps communities transition off coal 
and to a new energy economy. It’s critical for us as a country to 
realize that if we’re not investing in solutions or helping these 
communities create a viable economic future beyond coal, 
we’re building a significant amount of political resistance to 
clean energy solutions. Frontline communities have to be at the 
center of climate solutions. Coal communities in particular have 
powered our country for over 100 years. They’ve sacrificed and 
we cannot leave them behind as we rethink this next new clean 
energy economy.

Heidi Binko
Executive Director + Co-Founder, Just Transition Fund

My organization focuses on engaging with communities on the 
ground. We create safe spaces for people to understand the 
cultural relevance of climate change. We support them to come 
forward with their stories, concerns, interests, and challenges. 
For the last four years the response has been amazing. Latinx 
communities care about the environment, conservation, and 
are ready and willing to support a clean energy economy. 
Our job is to make sure we provide the tools, information, and 
ecosystem for those communities to rise up.

Carlos Zegarra
Executive Director, Sachamama

We need everyone working together and included in 
climate action. Climate solutions need to be just and 
equitable. Diverse national leaders will share ideas for 
true breakthroughs on climate justice, inclusion, just 
transition, and intergenerational equity.  
Session Video HERE

As an environmental justice advocate I realized that community 
members were valued and respected by agencies and 
policymakers because they had important experience and 
expertise. Inclusion is important. For example, I was working 
with low income seniors in Detroit to figure out how we were 
going to protect them from extreme heat. I made sure that the 
folks who were most impacted (these seniors) were part of 
the solution. We all acknowledged that the city services and 
infrastructure weren’t enough and that real change was needed. 
The seniors were critical in achieving this goal.

Moderated by Dr. Jalonne White-Newsome
Senior Program Officer, The Kresge Foundation

The Sunrise Movement includes Americans of all walks of 
life. We’re from the mountains, coasts and plains, of many 
colors and creeds, and we find strength and unite across our 
differences to protect our shared home. We stand with other 
movements who share our values to unite and win political 
power. We know that climate change requires government 
action at every level of our society. We’ve been intentional 
about uplifting diverse voices, and that’s been helpful as people 
from diverse backgrounds flock to our movement.

Evan Weber
Co-Founder, Sunrise Movement

We fund work on climate solutions and economy, plus efforts 
for full inclusion in our democracy. We support organizations 
on the ground that help ensure the jobs and wealth building 
opportunities from clean energy policies get to the people that 
need them most. We care about building a strong movement 
that is designing good policy without any blind spots, so we 
ensure our board is diverse. We also listen to people that are 
closest to the problem. Our environmental justice leaders 
remind us, “nothing about us, without us.”

Danielle Deane-Ryan
Director, Inclusive Clean Economy, Trust for America’s Health

BREAKTHROUGHS:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmKIYKLsV4Y&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=6&t=342s
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The public is ahead of the political dialogue on climate. They 
want to get going on solutions and see the health and economic 
benefits. Green New Deal tested well early on, but half of 
America has no idea what it is. The opposition has dampened 
its popularity, but when you describe the components of the 
platform, each is very popular. Removing carbon pollution 
from the air, job training to transition to a clean economy, and 
speeding up the transition to clean renewable energy all have 
majority support. 

Celinda Lake
President, Lake Research Partners

We help Americans understand climate change with localized 
and visual information. One way we provide this information is 
to meteorologists. We also have an online tool that allows you to 
get information on flooding for any coastal location in the United 
States. And we just released a research brief about how sea level 
rise will impact houses of worship in coastal communities around 
America. By making it real and local, we make it personal, and 
that’s the way climate becomes a priority. 

Karen Florini
Vice President for Programs, Climate Central

Polls show Americans are concerned about climate 
change, and want Dems and Reps to partner on solutions. 
But, we need to move past partisan politics and rhetoric. 
Social science, communications, and campaign experts 
shared breakthrough ideas to move the public from 
climate reticence to political will. Session Video HERE

Polls indicate that progressive Democrats now rank climate 
change as their #1 or #2 issue, while conservative Republicans 
rank it dead last. In between are millions of Americans who 
are getting more concerned, but remain inactive on the issue. 
ecoAmerica reaches these people by empowering trusted 
institutions in the faith, health, and local community sectors to 
visibly lead, act and advocate on climate change. This strategy 
brings the leverage, scale, and credibility needed to make 
climate change a winning political issue in 2020.

Moderated by Bob Perkowitz
President, ecoAmerica

BREAKTHROUGHS:

We need to stop the degradation of how we relate to each 
other and instead talk about climate change. Almost every 
policy debate has become a competition between two 
intensely hostile teams in which partisans engage in relentless 
stereotyping, prejudice, and emotional volatility. The more we 
become angry the less likely we are to treat our opponents 
as human beings or be able to find common ground. When 
you listen to your neighbor you see that deep down we’re the 
same, and you hunger to deepen that connection. Conversation 
about climate change should start with shared identities, ideals, 
and beliefs to establish the context in which a more thoughtful 
conversation can take place. 

Matthew C. Nisbet, PhD
Professor of Communication, Policy, + Urban Affairs,  
Northeastern University

All the world’s greatest stories have been about intense 
engagement. The basis for engagement is getting people to 
remember what you said, and how you made them feel. When 
you tell stories, you need to use the narrative structure that 
creates emotional engagement. First the set-up second, the 
conflict, and third the resolution or personal change. In short, 
the hero’s journey. We need to connect emotionally with 
Americans on climate, and the Green New Deal could be a 
powerful metaphor to do so.

Joe Romm, PhD
Founding Editor, ThinkProgress.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NENQawMTWgw&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=7&t=94s
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SOCIETY AND SOLUTIONS 

7. Health Professionals: Bring climate information to the local level 
where healthcare providers and public health professionals can 
personalize messages. Focus on social determinants of health
to ensure that climate solutions are not just equitable but also 
comprehensive and sustainable. Establish a large movement across 
the different health disciplines and career stages that trains health 
professionals on both impacts and solutions.

8. Faith: Provide resources for the educational programs of faith 
traditions that highlight the environmental parts of scripture and 
position statements. Cultivate a sense of hope and enthusiasm 
about creation care and building a just, sustainable world. Set up 
concrete actions for newly motivated people to take afterward, like 
energy audits and advocacy trainings.

9. Parents: Create sound bites of climate information, with 
suggestions for activities that make the most of their limited time, 
like getting the kids to recycle. Work through PTAs and 
pediatricians using hands-on learning wherever possible. Parents are 
busy, but not too busy to care.

10. Older Adults: Hold educational events, incorporating messages that 
emphasize their values, particularly around their sense of duty to 
their families, communities, and desire to contribute to solutions. 
Help them listen to younger voices and become good mentors.

1. Youth: Connect students with opportunities to take ownership
in the climate movement. Make a database of local or regional
environmental nonprofits to share with school environmental clubs,
youth groups, and sports teams that use public parks. Provide
resources, promotional materials, and networking assistance to
student leaders, to affirm and support their climate leadership.

2. Millennials: Take advantage of political and civic engagement tools in
social media to get out the vote. Tell personal stories and share why
you support climate action on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to
reach them where they are. Authenticity is critical.

3. Diverse Constituencies: Expand diversity efforts within the climate
movement by working to ensure equitable funding opportunities for
minority groups. Recognize institutional racism in both top-down and
bottom-up approaches to the issue. Center racial and ethnic diversity
in all programs and efforts from the beginning of planning.

4. Conservatives: Support bipartisan omnibus bills and invite
everyone in Congress to submit their proposed solutions as a
wish list. Start off with carbon pricing, R&D on advanced energy
technologies, soil carbon capture incentives, and climate resilient
jobs programs. Campaign for them with a focus on Americans in the
political center and center-right.

5. Rural: Build trust within rural communities by having them drive
decisions about where to allocate federal and state investments.
Democratize the distribution of funding from block grants,
emissions trading revenues, and disaster relief programs so they
reach areas that can least cope with rising costs and damages.

6. Local Communities: Design disaster recovery and resilience
programs with cross-discipline community feedback at all levels.
Include household, business, institutional, and local government
representatives in the planning process to proactively prepare
for climate disasters before they happen. Support legislation that
incentivizes regenerative agricultural practices and incorporates
social vulnerability in both mitigation and adaptation. Develop
methods to increase political accountability, like climate report
cards for elected officials.

All ACLS19 participants were invited to collaborate on breakthrough ways 
to build public support and political will for climate solutions in areas of 
society that are well-positioned to accelerate action on the issue. Their ideas 
are summarized below, with intention to bring these to life in 2020.

WORKING SESSION RECOMMENDATIONS:
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Hon. Sheldon Whitehouse 
Senator (D-RI)  
United States Senate

My job is to give you the field report on climate change. It’s not 
exactly what you think. I have had private conversations with 
Republican colleagues who want a solution to climate change and 
are embarrassed at the position of their party but don’t feel that 
they have a safe place to come out on climate without suffering 
enormous political retribution. 

Something happened in January 2010 that stopped bipartisanship 
like a heart attack. The Supreme Court, at the request of the 
fossil fuel industry said big special interests can spend unlimited 
amounts of money in American politics. What Citizens United 
did was allow special interest to spend unlimited amounts of 
money in politics anonymously behind shell corporations, front 
groups, and donor advised trusts. There’s a whole apparatus 
of obscuring whose hand it is that operates now. Then these 
guys did something very clever. They focused it entirely on the 
Republican Party. They said we are going to take over this party. 
We are going to extinguish in this party any bipartisanship on 
climate change. It also masked what is going on as partisanship.

The brute in my ecosystem is the US Chamber of Commerce. 
They are my most inveterate enemy in getting anything done on 
climate change. They don’t reveal their funding but I suspect that 
the fossil fuel industry has just poured immense amount of money 
into the US Chamber of Commerce, allowing them to become the 
political powerhouse that they are. But the price of that is climate 
denial and obstruction. That’s the problem. 

And I’ll tell you what, it’s starting to work. They’re starting to 
feel the pressure. Just the other day the head of the Chamber of 
Commerce did a scripted interview with a reporter to say that 
they’re not going to be so mean and partisan anymore. It happens 
to coincide with the House moving into Democratic hands. We 
need to put pressure on the companies who support these 
organizations to get them to knock it off. I know in my heart that 
if my Republican colleagues woke up one day and the Chamber 
of Commerce was sincerely saying “OK, game over” that would 
change everything in Washington. Keynote Video HERE

Lisa Jackson (by video) 
Vice President, Environment, Policy+ Social Initiatives  
Apple

Keynote video shared with in-person attendees.

Gina McCarthy (by video) 
Director, Center for Climate, Health, + Global Environment  
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

It’s important that we recommit ourselves to stopping the 
pollution that impacts our health today and threatens to rob 
our children’s future. We know that 16 percent of premature 
deaths across the world are the result of exposure to pollution. 
That’s 9 million human beings, three times more than those 
who die from tuberculosis, malaria, and AIDS combined. We 
are exposing our youngest children to the worst hazards. One 
in four kids under the age of five are dying because of causes 
related to an unhealthy environment. Four million kids each year 
develop asthma simply as a result of the unfortunate instance 
that their families live near major highways. No child should 
struggle to breathe and no mother should face their child not 
being able to breathe because of the problems associated with 
where they live because of air pollution. It’s time to stop talking 
and it’s time to act. If we think about actions to fight climate 
change as opportunities to invest in public health we will make 
our world healthier and more just. Every one of you has the 
opportunity to speak to get people to understand that it’s not 
about polar bears, and it’s not about glaciers, it’s about them, it’s 
about their children, their grandchildren.

We as a country can make it socially and commercially 
unacceptable to belong to these climate denier organizations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7hFPBMrPXU&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=13&t=880s
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The people suffering from climate change are 
disproportionately communities of color. My breakthrough 
was connecting our work to overcome society’s belief in a 
hierarchy of human value and the work to move our country 
to act on climate. We must come together as one community 
and jettison our belief that some people have more value than 
others. We also need to calculate the health costs of asthma, 
chronic disease, and stress-related diseases and mental health 
consequences of climate. The scale of costs will make sense to 
the greatest skeptics.

Gail Christopher, DN
Chair of the Board, Trust for America’s Health

If we want breakthroughs in health, all health professional 
credentialing needs to include climate and health criteria. 
But, we should not confuse expertise and leadership. Let’s 
focus on influence and be dynamic followers, especially of 
the great citizen science work happening. We also need to 
change ourselves before we ask other people to change. NEHA 
is committed to decoupling itself from fossil fuels; offering 
carbon offsets for conferences and walkable meetings, for 
instance. NEHA wants to mold our profession so that it is more 
productive, useful, and reasonable in the future.

David T. Dyjack, Dr. PH, CIH
Executive Director, National Environmental Health Association

Health leaders discussed climate solutions as tools to 
breakthrough on health equity and environmental justice, 
and innovative ways for health professionals to support 
cross-sector efforts. Session Video HERE

We announced last fall that we are establishing a new Center 
for Climate, Health, and Equity. The science is clear that climate 
change is impacting our health now, and is preventable. If 
you leave today with no other message, you must understand 
that this is not an issue for the future; it is today’s issue. Some 
mitigation and adaptation efforts we are undertaking have 
health co-benefits, but the real truth is that it’s all about our 
health. Health is not a secondary issue, it is a primary issue.

Moderated by Georges C. Benjamin, MD
Executive Director, American Public Health Association

We work to build a culture where everybody in America has a 
fair and just opportunity for health and well-being. Addressing 
climate change is a critical way to address health inequities 
and build health equities. Climate and health solutions lie in 
comprehensive community health and a cross-sector approach. 
We can follow the environmental justice community who has 
been linking lived experience and inequity, politically and 
economically. We can organize around issues of inequity and 
climate change to holistically address systemic inequities that 
permeate our society.

Alonzo L. Plough, PhD, MPH, MA
Chief Science Officer and Vice President for Research-Evaluation-
Learning, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Climate change is the greatest public health threat. As climate 
leaders, we understand that addressing climate change will 
improve health, especially for the most vulnerable. We can 
use our trusted voices to promote health, justice, and equity 
through climate solutions. That’s exactly what the Climate for 
Health initiative strives to do. Climate for Health is a national 
initiative led by a diverse network of health leaders. We offer 
tools and resources to health leaders to inspire and empower 
them to take action for climate solutions. A breakthrough will 
take all of us working together. Thank you for your commitment 
and leadership.

Leyla McCurdy, MPhil
Chair, Climate for Health Leadership Circle

HEALTH AND CLIMATE CHANGE
BREAKTHROUGHS:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKh1YmXpfIs&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=12&t=548s
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Our call to be stewards over creation was turned into a mandate 
to be dominions over creation. In 2013, the United Church of 
Christ named this truth and became the first religious body in 
the world to call for divestment from fossil fuels. Many faith 
institutions have now done the same. Breakthrough solutions 
happen when we stand firm, and publicly tell the stories of 
embodying our commitment to stewardship. The power of our 
narratives generates not just enthusiasm for, but commitments 
to, global justice.

Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer
General Minister + President, United Church of Christ

In the U.S., the energy and creativity for bold climate action 
is coming from young people and, most often, young women. 
The vast majority of young people tell us that they see climate 
change as the issue of our time. Convicted by our faith to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, and to keep and protect our earth, 
we act. We do not, cannot, give up, and it is that leadership by 
our faithful youth which is leading us to breakthrough solutions 
on the climate crisis.

Melody Zhang
Climate Justice Campaign Coordinator / Co-Chair,  
Sojourners / Young Evangelicals for Climate Action

Faith leaders shared how faith communities are breaking 
through on climate solutions through interfaith climate 
leadership and growth in congregational awareness, 
community involvement, and advocacy across America. 
Introduced by Anita Fête Crews. Session Video HERE

As faith communities, we find ourselves dealing with a number 
of challenges, but we know that we have the answer in our faith 
walk. It is about being faithful to the task we have all been given 
as human beings to steward this earth. We believe that today 
we start anew. Today we unmute ourselves in a very special way. 
The conversations we have with others about climate change 
will be the breakthrough solution we need to address it in our 
congregations and in our communities.

Moderated by Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker
Founding President / Chair, Social Action Committee, Ward Economic 
Development Corporation / AME Church

The whole family of God’s creation calls to us at this moment, 
bringing us here. With the tens of millions of people in our 
churches, mosques, synagogues, and other houses of worship 
who vote, we can have a really powerful alignment on climate. 
The faith community has an incredible impact, so we must 
partner with one another and across lines of difference, as 
one family. Only then we can then make the institutional 
breakthrough we need to pass federal, state and local 
legislation addressing the climate crisis.

Rabbi Jonah Pesner
Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

At this time of environmental and climate injustices it is 
important for us to do everything we can. Since 2005, we have 
worked on justice issues related to climate change, clean air, 
pure water, healthy foods, solar energy, energy efficiency, waste 
reduction and transit equity. We designate a single theme for 
each month. This diverse approach, grounded in our collective 
common values, enables us to break through, connect, partner 
and collaborate with a variety of constituents who join our 
open circle at the point of entry that matches their interest.

Huda Alkaff
Founder + Director, Wisconsin Green Muslims

FAITH AND CLIMATE CHANGE
BREAKTHROUGHS:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY68fCUTgoQ&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=9&t=415s
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3,000 local health departments across the US address risks 
and impacts of local climate change, including vector borne 
diseases, respiratory illness from air pollution, urban heat 
islands, and food shortages. Other public health issues include 
displacement and mental health. Each of us faces impacts of 
climate, but there are disproportionate impacts on the elderly, 
young, disabled, pregnant women, and immigrants. Up to 200 
million climate refugees might be displaced by 2050. We need 
to engage underrepresented communities in the design and 
implementation plans for solutions.

Lori Tremmel Freeman
Chief Executive Officer,  
National Association of County and City Health Officials

L.A. has tremendous challenges with its freeways and sprawl, 
but it has made great strides. With the help of the ecoAmerica 
partnership, the city engaged its citizens, passed a major 
transit tax, and pledged to be 80% carbon free by 2030 and 
100% carbon free by 2050. It initiated a cool roofs policy and 
a cool streets plan, using reflective materials to reduce urban 
heat. It is developing a resilience plan, and Mayor Garcetti just 
announced an L.A. Green New Deal. It also is part of a regional 
climate collaborative.

Moderated by Jonathan Prafrey 
Executive Director, Climate Resolve 

Cities are where the rubber meets the road for climate 
impacts and solutions. Local leaders discussed breaking 
down silos and engaging residents to work collaboratively 
on climate breakthroughs. Session Video HERE

The Trust for Public Land cares about open space. Parks and 
green spaces absorb flood waters, reduce urban heat, and 
provide resilient buffers for climate impacts. Parks also bring 
people together, and build community by providing safe 
gathering spaces. At one Philadelphia school there was an 
asphalt lot with surface temperatures of 115� F in the summer, 
which is not ideal for kids. The school changed this into a water 
smart playground, that also cools the area, and captures storm 
water, resulting in a better playground and quality of life.

Brendan Shane
Climate Director, The Trust for Public Land

Climate impacts last beyond the storms and disasters. In North 
Carolina (NC), Hurricane Florence left one third of the counties 
as disaster areas. Schools still need $2 billion in repairs, FEMA 
money has been slow, and some towns may cease to exist 
because of the costs. While NC received $11 million in mental 
health assistance because families are traumatized it isn’t 
enough. The biggest challenge in communities is the need to 
break down silos in governance and funding.

Jennifer Watson Roberts
58th Mayor / Director, Path to Positive Communities,  
Charlotte, NC / ecoAmerica

I got involved in climate action when I saw trees being torn 
down in my town. It’s a climate and a quality of life issue: trees 
add shade, beauty, and a higher real estate value. Citizens 
need to speak up and let elected officials know what they care 
about. More voices — advocacy with a broad coalition — can 
move policy. Take a pledge, then take implementation one step 
at a time. Something visible and real can motivate people to do 
even more.

Hon. Hattie Portis-Jones
Councilmember, City of Fairburn, GA

COMMUNITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE
BREAKTHROUGHS:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pelF4JNqL94&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=10&t=230s
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CROSS-SECTOR CLIMATE ADVOCACY

West Coast
We need a national, visible movement like a bicycle tour across the 
nation, working with state-level coalitions such as healthcare groups, 
environmental justice groups, and tribal organizations in which 
organizers from the community are paid. Tangible, legislative solutions, 
such as carbon pricing (proposed in WA) could move the region 
and nation forward on climate. Native American tribes and health 
associations can come together and demand climate action, supported 
by training and funding. We would intentionally connect and make 
room for people of color to be in positions of power. We could partner 
further on a joint policy statement on climate and health, including 
equity and mental health.

Southern Great Plains
While respecting that livelihoods are deeply connected to oil and gas in 
this region, we must educate people about climate realities and efforts to 
create a just transition to wind and solar energy. Using Houston as a case 
study, we can work toward climate resilience despite deep, generations-
long investment in oil and gas. Frontline communities affected by 
environmental pollution must mobilize and share their stories, as should 
working-class individuals (whose lives may be dependent on oil and gas) 
to help both sides understand and foster compassion. This brings balance 
to climate progress in economies tied to fossil fuels.

Southeast Region & Puerto Rico
We can build climate ambassadors who are lifelong learners, using 
non-polarizing language  focused on flooding, storm preparations, 
pollution, clean energy, and a just transition. States can lead peer-to-peer 
education to promote energy efficiency, planting trees and building up 
forests. We must identify those most impacted, create a safe space for 
them to share their stories, and help them advocate in ways in which their 
voices will be heard. We must let go of social hierarchies and welcome 
everyone, starting where people are, discussing climate in terms of 
what matters to them, and making it personal and powerful. We should 
help people to learn to navigate political systems and self-advocate, 
especially in 2020.

Northeast & Mid-Atlantic
More can be done to fuel RPS, solar, electric vehicles, public transit, 
and climate preparedness. We can form a collaboration to unify states 
on GHG goals, like RGGI, that are locally implemented. Goals must 
include resilient, efficient, transit-oriented housing (with improvements 

in construction, equity, transit, job markets, and affordability to 
prevent displacement), and getting (equitable and accessible) 
transportation, manufacturing and PA into RGGI. We can redesign 
the Green Infrastructure Fund and Healthy Climate Initiative for state 
competition to achieve regional goals. We can follow an inclusive 
stakeholder planning process with capacity building and micro-grants 
for inclusive innovation, shifting power toward hyper-local community 
leaders. We can help youth, universities, hospitals and faith institutions 
to collaborate on projects and showcase ideas. We can issue “strange 
bedfellows” Op-Eds, tell people’s stories, and help people see what a 
post-coal economy looks like (with the benefits it brings).

Midwest
Commitment to renewable energy needs to be more aggressive. 
We can invigorate the Midwest Climate Network multi-sector state 
tables, and invite the Indigenous Environmental Network, REAMP.org, 
Catalyst Network for Schools and Midwest Governors to partner. We 
need to listen, ask people to tell their personal story, foster compassion 
between “opposing” groups, and ensure that clean energy is cheaper, 
safer, and faster so that everyone benefits. Sustainability commissions 
can be established to help towns establish a sustainability officer. And 
we can get FEMA to shift funding to resilience planning and flood 
mitigation block grants.

All ACLS19 attendees were invited to join table discussions by region, 
to collaborate on ways to catalyze local and national breakthroughs on 
climate action. The goal was to intentionally connect leaders, and stimulate 
actionable local climate advocacy collaboration in 2019 and beyond. 

WORKING SESSION RECOMMENDATIONS:
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2019 CLIMATE SCHOLARS

The 2019 American Climate Leadership Summit, with generous support from The Kresge 
Foundation, was pleased to offer 23 scholarships to rising leaders in the climate movement. 
These impressive individuals joined us from 9 states and Puerto Rico. Eighteen of the 
recipients were under age 45, over half were female, and all came from a diversity of 
cultures, regions, and backgrounds.

Huda Alkaff * Speaker
Founder and Director,  
Wisconsin Green Muslims
Contact Info: 
info@WisconsinGreenMuslims.org

Skype, Facebook, Twitter:  
@WIgreenMuslims

Erica Herreros CCRN
Registered Nurse at 
New York Presbyterian Pediatric 
Cardiac ICU
linkedin.com/in/erica-herreros-bsn-
rn-ccrn-b25638a5

Destiny Loyd
Citizens’ Climate Education Fellow

Stacia Turner
Parks with Purpose, South Baltimore, 
Raleigh 
Linkedin.com/in/stacia-turner-
8536b5125/

Kellon Bubb MA 
Lecturer and PhD Fellow
Howard University
School of Communications

Peggy Keller
SME on Climate Ready D.C.

Rev. Michael Malcom, MDiv, MBA
Executive Director, The People’s Justice 
Council/Alabama Interfaith Power and Light
Twitter: @MichaelMalcom, @alinterfaithpl
Linkedin.com/in/mtmalcom/

Kayla Urquhart
Geography and Urban Studies Student

Maliha Choudhury
Global Health Equity Scholar,
John Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health

Oluwatosin Kolawole
Co-director, GreenFaith Fellowship 
Program/GreenFaith
Facebook.com/Oluwatosin.kolawole

Jorge L. Nina Espinosa, MSEH
Puerto Rico Science Policy Action 
Network Ambassador (PR-SPAN) and 
CienciaPR

Leon Vinci, DHA, DAAS
Board Member, SW Virginia Region, 
Virginia Environmental Health Assoc.
Virginiaeha.org
Lfv6@aol.com

Caetano De Campos Lopes
Climate and Energy Policy Consultant  
American Council for an Energy 
Efficient America

Chava Kornblatt
Jewish and LQBTQ+ communities on 
college campus

Mariah Norwood, MPH
Research and Evaluation Coordinator 
and Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
Support Specialist
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Linkedin.com/in/mariahnorwood8123/

Gerald Wagner
National Tribal Caucus Chair
Director, Blackfeet Environmental 
Programs
gwagner@blackfeetnation.com

Termaine Edmo
Local Community  
Climate Change Warrior 
Blackfeet Environmental 
tedmo@3rivers.net

Polina Koroleva
Master of Science Student at  
Johns Hopkins University 
Linkedin.com/in/polina-koroleva-jhu/

Lissette Palestro, MPH
Coordinator of the Western New York 
Children’s Environmental Health Center 
Twitter: @BuffaloNYSCEHC, @NYSCEHC

Jules Wetchi, MD
Master of Public Health Student at 
The University of Vermont 

Tiffany Fant
North Carolina

Rev. Earl W. Koteen
Ecological Justice Minister
Twitter: @EarlWKoteen

Ronald Ross
President,  Northwood Estates 
Community Organization
Clean Air Carolina -Airkeeper 
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CLIMATE LEADERSHIP AWARDS

As health, faith, and community professionals, we recognize climate change as the greatest 
human challenge today. We are compelled to act because carbon pollution is warming our 
planet and profoundly impacting America and the world. The cost of increasing droughts, 
floods, wildfires, extreme weather, and rising sea levels can be measured in lost lives, higher 
food prices, poorer health, and hundreds of billions of dollars in disaster relief. Human activity 
contributes to these threats and humans can solve this challenge. We have a moral obligation 
to act today on climate change and build a sustainable future for our children. We can choose 
clean energy and use it efficiently. American leadership can help the world meet these 
challenges with innovative solutions. We must start with mitigating our own climate impact.

ecoAmerica is pleased to present the inaugural American Climate Leadership Award to the 
following organizations, in recognition of their public commitments to work towards 100% clean 
energy use by 2030.

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church-
Western Episcopal District

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

American Public Health Association

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Climate Resolve

National Environmental Health Association

Physicians for Social Responsibility

United Church of Christ

Park City, Salt Lake City, Summit County,  
Utah Climate Action Network, + Utah Clean 

Energy

“Although climate change is a global phenomenon, climate impacts are experienced 
locally, in our neighborhoods and cities. Climate Resolve is helping Los Angeles, and 
surrounding cities, prepare for climate change as well as reduce our contribution to 
atmospheric pollution.”
— Jonathan Parfrey, Climate Resolve

“As stewards who are entrusted with and granted dominion over God’s magnificent 
and majestic creation, we are duty bound to be vigilant in our responsibility for its 
care and maintenance. We must take seriously this divine mandate and fulfill our 
obligation to respect, preserve, protect and provide for its sanctity and sacredness.”
— Bishop Staccato Powell, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

“Clean, safe, renewable energy helps assure that we have clean air to breathe and 
clean water to drink. Clean energy is also essential for protecting us from the health 
emergency posed by climate change. In other words, our energy choices really are 
health choices.”
— Barbara Gottlieb, Physicians for Social Responsibility

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNinlYfbL1E&list=PLfYbm8qPg1eZBgVvRV1BIDwb3crsgaA5v&index=11&t=1502s
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ATTENDEES

Dr. Daniel Abbasi, Climate Action Platform
Charlie Adams, George Mason High School
Colter Adams, George Mason High School
Kaitlin Aguilar**, ecoAmerica
Dimple Ajmera, Charlotte City Council
Jason Albritton, The Nature Conservancy
Lyndsay Alexander MPA, American Lung 
Association
Huda Alkaff, Wisconsin Green Muslims
Shantha Alonso, Creation Justice Ministries
Matthew Anderson, Lorcan Consulting
Ryan Anderson, Utah Clean Energy
Anne Slaughter Andrew, Retired
Dr. Susan Anenberg, The George 
Washington University
Akshay Anikhindi, Healthy Babies Bright 
Futures
Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, United Church of Christ
Maite Arce, Hispanic Access Foundation
Shawn Archbold, University of California, 
Irvine
Jan-Michael Archer, Maryland Institute for 
Applied Environmental Health
Fernando Arias, Clark Construction Group
Nick Aster, Gather Lab
Dr. Mohamed Ayoub, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee at Washington 
County
Dr. John Balbus, National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences
Mark Barna, American Public Health 
Association
Daniel Barry, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science
Maria Barry**, ecoAmerica
Susan Bass, Earth Day Network
Christina Baworowsky, Alliant Energy
Bruce Bekkar MD, Climate Action 
Campaign
William Bell, W. A. Bell Sr. Foundation for 
Human and Civil Rights
Mary Bender, American Geophysical Union
Adrian Benepe, The Trust for Public Land
Dr. Georges Benjamin*, American Public 
Health Association
Cassie Bernardi MPH, Environmental Health 
Initiatives American Academy of Pediatrics
Rev. Dr. Brooks Berndt, United Church of 
Christ
Elena Bettis, The George Washington 
University
Karyn Bigelow, Bread for the World Institute
Heidi Binko, Just Transition Fund
Shannon Binns, Sustain Charlotte
Rebecca Blachly, The Episcopal Church
Michelle Blackston, Silverline Communications

June Blotnick, Clean Air Carolina
Philip Bogdonoff, Washington DC Chapter 
Biodiversity for a Livable Climate
Robert Bonnie, Duke University
Hannah Bowen, The Crane Institute of 
Sustainability / Intentional Endowments 
Network
Yasmin Bowers, American Public Health 
Association
Andrew Bowman, Land Trust Alliance
Wendell Brase, University of California, 
Irvine
Bishop. Dave Brauer-Rieke, Oregon Synod - 
Evangelical Lutherans Church in America
Christian Brooks, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) Office of Public Witness
Natalie Brown, National Environmental 
Health Association
Gay Browne, Greenopia
Chelsey Bryson, The Nature Conservancy
Kellon Bubb, Howard University
Lee Buck, Hartfield Foundation
Conner Burke, George Mason University
Dr. Lori Byron, Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Robert Byron MD, Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Adelita Cantu PhD, RN, UT Health San 
Antonio
Evan Carlson, Climate Action Campaign
Rebecca Cesa, Greenopia
Jon Chase, Vestas
Keya Chatterjee, US Climate Action Network
Maggie Cherney, NORC at the University of 
Chicago
Maliha Choudhury, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health
Dr. Gail C. Christopher DN, Trust for 
America’s Health 
Alan Chung*, SunLight Time Foundation
Taylor Clark, UsurpPower
Jack Cobb, The Episcopal Church
Dr. Martin Collins, Smithsonian Institution
Cara Cook, Alliance of Nurses for Healthy 
Environments
Dr. Anthony Cortese, Intentional 
Endowments Network
Loni Cortez Russell, Climate Action 
Campaign
Patrick Costanzo, Duke Divinity School
Kate Courtin, The Nature Conservancy
Dr. James Crocker, Gartner
Ryan Crowley, American College of 
Physicians
Adam Crum, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office
Peter Daigle, The Wilderness Society
Thomas F. Darden, Industrial Heat

Kyle Davis, Enel
Avery Davis Lamb, Interfaith Power & Light
Leah Missbach Day*, World Bicycle Relief
Caetano de Campos Lopes, Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby
Danielle Deane-Ryan, The Nathan 
Cummings Foundation
Dr. Natasha DeJarnett PhD, MPH, National 
Environmental Health Association
Elizabeth Del Buono, Grand Traverse 
Pathology, Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
(Volunteer)
Kelley Dennings, Center for Biological 
Diversity
Andrea Denny, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency
Reid Detchon, United Nations Foundation
Louise Dettman, American Public Health 
Association
Rick Deus, Second Star LLC
Christine Dimmick, Detox Your Home
Jason Donofrio, The Ocean Foundation
Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, United Church of 
Christ 
Stephanie Doyle, Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker*, Ward Economic 
Development Corporation, AME Church
Rev. Dr. Gerald Durley, Interfaith Power 
and Light / Providence Missionary Baptist 
Church
Dianne Dwyer BSN, DNP-PHNL, The George 
Washington University
David T. Dyjack Dr.PH, CIH, National 
Environmental Health Association
Elizabeth Ebisch, Environmental Wildlife 
Filmmaking American University
Termaine Edmo, Blackfeet Environmental
Grace Eggleston, American University
Katherine Egland, US Climate Action 
Network
Kate Emanuel, The Ad Council
Catherine Estes, Anacostia Watershed 
Society
Dr. Ruth Etzel, The George Washington 
University
Dr. Ted Eytan, Kaiser Permanente
Jay Faison, ClearPath
Tiffany Fant, Sol Nation
Meghan Fay Zahniser, Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education
David Fenton Fenton Communications
Dr. Harvey Fernbach MD, MPH, Physicians 
for Social Responsibility
Anita Fête Crews**, ecoAmerica
Julia Fiala, The Nature Conservancy 
Sarah Finnie Robinson, Institute for 
Sustainable Energy, Boston University

Joanna Fisher, The Trust for Public Land
Garrett Fitzgerald, Urban Sustainability 
Directors Network
Karen Florini, Climate Central
Jamiere Folmar, U.S. Climate Action 
Network
Josh Foster, American Society of Adaptation 
Professionals
Sheena Foster, University of the District of 
Columbia, CAUSES
Owen Franklin, The Trust for Public Land, 
Pennsylvania State Office
Lori Tremmel Freeman MBA, National 
Association of County and City Health 
Officials
Ivan Frishberg, Amalgamated Bank
Dominic Frongillo, Elected Officials to 
Protect America
Danielle Gagne, Voices for Progress
Joanna Garcia, HuffPost
Crystal Garner Taylor, American University
Liz Georges, The Nature Conservancy
Erica Geppi, The Humane Society of the 
United States
Jennifer Giordano**, ecoAmerica
Peter Girard, Climate Central
Dean Lynn Goldman, Milken Institute School 
of Public Health, George Washington 
University
Dr. Mirele Goldsmith, Jewish Climate Action 
Network
Sam Gomberg, Union of Concerned 
Scientists
Dr. Eric Goplerud, Faith Alliance for Climate 
Solutions
Heather Goss, Eos
Allison Gost Breitenother, University of 
Maryland and Maryland Department of 
Health
Barbara Gottlieb, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility
Jeremiah Goulka, Northeastern University 
School of Law
Gene Grace, American Wind Energy 
Association
Jessica Grannis, Georgetown Climate Center
Jessica Gray, ecoAmerica
Deborah Grout, Retired Foreign Service 
Officer
Rebecca Guerriero, The Kresge Foundation
Rabbi Steve, Gutow, NYU Robert F. Wagner 
School
Ashwini Halkude, Graduate Student
Michelle Hindman, Energy Impact Center
Ian Hamilton, Baha’is of the U.S.
Julie Hantman, Takoma Radio
Paul Harrison, Valued Acts

Vanessa Hauc*, Noticiero Telemundo
Dr. Delia Heck, Ferrum College Episcopal 
Church
Philip Heinrich, Heinrich’s Folly LLC
Laura Heller, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America
Susan Henry-Crowe, General Board of 
Church and Society
Erica Herreros BSN, RN, CCRN, Columbia-
New York Presbyterian
Victoria Herrmann, The Arctic Institute | The 
Lowlander Center
Dr. Antonia Herzog, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility
Erin Heskett, The Land Trust Alliance
Esmeralda Hic, University of California, 
Irvine
Dr. Paul Higgins, American Meteorological 
Society
John Hill, The United Methodist Church - 
General Board of Church and Society
Michelle Hindman, Energy Impact Center
Nancy Hoch, Press
Adrienne L. Hollis PhD, JD, Union of 
Concerned Scientists
Don Hoppert, American Public Health 
Association
Katie Huffling, Alliance of Nurses for Healthy 
Environments
Benita Hussain Esq., The Trust for Public 
Land
Fern Ingber*, National Children’s Oral 
Health Foundation
Cassandra Isidro, Safe Routes Partnership
Ruth Ivory-Moore, The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America
Lawrence Jennings, U.S. Climate Action 
Network
Richard Johnson, The Franklin Institute
Rev. Stephanie  Johnson, The Episcopal 
Church
Casey Kalman, The George Washington 
University
Sevim Kalyoncu, Green Muslims
Jan Kelemen, Trinity Cathedral Green Team, 
Cleveland, OH
Peggy Keller, HealthBest Services, Inc
Katelyn Kenney, The Episcopal Church
Tom Kiernan, American Wind Energy 
Association
Laura Kigweba, General Board of Church 
and Society of the United Methodist Church
Ife Kilimanjaro, U.S. Climate Action Network
Julia Kim, Local Government Commission
Kenneth Kimmell, Union of Concerned 
Scientists
Dirk Kincannon**, ecoAmerica
Jesse Knapp

Paige Knappenberger, Climate Nexus
Peggy Knudson*, Nuclear Threat Initiative 
Francesca Koe, Francesca Koe
Oluwatosin Kolawole, GreenFaith
Bethany Kondavaty, American Academy of 
Pediatrics
Chava Kornblatt, Student, The George 
Washington University
Polina, Koroleva, Johns Hopkins University
Rev. Earl Koteen, UU Ministry for Earth
Taylor Krause, Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Marissa Krouse, Polar Bears International
Karen Krueger, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America
Cassandra Kubes MPP, American Council 
for an Energy-Efficient Economy
Bret Kugelmass, Energy Impact Center
Dr. Howard Kurtzman, American 
Psychological Association
Janice Lachance, American Geophysical 
Union
Celinda Lake, Lake Research Partners
Tracy LaMondue, American Geophysical 
Union
Lara Lamsam, Washed Ashore
Elizabeth Landau, American Geophysical 
Union
Ashley Lane**, ecoAmerica
Fiona Lanigan**, ecoAmerica
Dr. Peter LaPuma, The George Washington 
University
Seth Larson, World Wildlife Fund
Daniel LaVenture, Duke Divinity School
Jerry Lawson, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency
Elizabeth C. H. Lee, United Methodist Women
Lou Leonard, World Wildlife Fund
Mia Leone, Fairfax County Public Schools
Robin Lewis, Beloved Community Church, 
United Church of Christ
Florence Liddell, Rachel’s Network
Emma Lietz Bilecky, Duke Divinity School
Julie Lim, University of California, Irvine
Robert Litterman, Kepos Capital LP
Sotello Long, Disciples Home Missions
Adriana Lopez, A. Lopez Consulting
Frank Loy*, Former Under Secretary of State 
for Global Affairs
Victoria Ludwig, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency
Isaac Lund, Duke Divinity School
Sara Lupolt, Johns Hopkins University
Anibal Luque, Luque PLLC
Viola Lyles, City of Charlotte
Dr. Mary Niles Maack, University of California, 
Los Angeles
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Dr. Stephen Maack, REAP Change 
Consultants
Karena Mahung
Debarati Majumdar Narayan PhD, The Pew 
Charitable Trusts
Rev. Michael Malcom MDiv, MBA, The 
People’s Justice Council, Alabama Interfaith 
Power and Light
Meg Mall, Faith Alliance for Climate 
Solutions
Dr. Beverly Malone, National League for 
Nursing
Dr. Diane Mancino, National Student Nurses 
Association, Inc
Cooper Martin, National League of Cities
Sabine Marx PhD, Consultant
Jessica Maudlin, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Kellie May, National Recreation and Park 
Association
Clothilde Mayer, MC-FACS
Steve McAusland, The Episcopal Church
Leyla McCurdy, ecoAmerica
Chris McEntee, American Geophysical 
Union
Andrea McGimsey, Environment America
Kevin McIntyre, Trust for America’s Health
Rachel McMonagle, American Public Health 
Association
Dr. Peter Mecca, George Mason High School 
(VA)
Kate Meis, Local Government Commission
Alden Meyer, Union of Concerned Scientists
Dr. David Michaels, George Washington 
University School of Public Health
Andy Miller, American Meteorological 
Society
Meagan Miller, University of the District of 
Columbia
G Mark Miller, NOAA
Aubrey Miller MD, MPH, National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences
Jennifer Miller Herzog, Land Trust Alliance
Trisha Mims MSN, MBA, RN, HCM, National 
Student Nurses Association
Robin Mockenhaupt, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation
Amir Mohammadi, Slippery Rock University
Mohammadhasan Mohegh, The George 
Washington University
Phoebe Morad, Lutherans Restoring Creation
Rev. Melanie Mullen, The Episcopal Church
Nancy Murphy, CSR Communications
Rianna Murray, University of Maryland, 
College Park
Mimi Musa, American Public Health 
Association
Angela Napoletano, The Nature 

Conservancy
Tia Nelson*, Outrider Foundation
Jim Newell, Climate Emergency Coalition
Thomas Newman, The Trust for Public Land
Barbara Nielsen, Polar Bears International
Jorge L. Nina Espinosa, University of  
Puerto Rico, 
Dr. Matthew Nisbet, Northeastern University
Susan Norton, International League of 
Conservation Photographers
Mariah Norwood, Lower Sioux Indian 
Community
Richard Novak, Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Dr. Iyabo Obasanjo, College of William  
and Mary
Lori O’Neill**, ecoAmerica
Sally Oesterling, Environmental Activist
Luke Olsen, Duke Divinity School
Mark Oswald**, ecoAmerica
Christianah Oyenuga, Florida A&M 
University
Carl Page*, Anthropocene Institute
Lissette Palestro MPH, WNY Children’s 
Environmental Health Center
Bradley Palmer, Palm Ventures, LLC
Jonathan Parfrey, Climate Resolve
Emily Parker**, ecoAmerica
Meaghan Parker, Society of Environmental 
Journalists
Chef Peter Parr, U.S. Climate Action 
Network
Surili Patel, Deputy American Public Health 
Association
Shiva Patel, Center for Biological Diversity
William Patterson, University District of 
Columbia
Wren Patton, Summit Foundation
Jefferson Payne, Cvent
Emily Pechar, Duke University
Lenore Pedicord, The George Mason 
University
Bob Perkowitz*, ecoAmerica
Dr. Melissa Perry, The George Washington 
University Milken Institute School of Public 
Health
Rabbi Jonah Pesner, Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism
Kelly Pickett
Braden Pickett
Margaret Plews-Ogan MD, University of 
Virginia School of Medicine
Dr. Jim Plews-Ogan MD, University of 
Virginia
Alonzo Plough PhD, MPH, MA, Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation
Hon. Hattie Portis-Jones, City of Fairburn, GA

Nora Pouillon, My Organic Life
Kim Powell, Duke Divinity School
Bishop Staccato Powell, AME Zion
Krsna Powell, American Geophysical Union
Kelly Presley, The Land Trust Alliance
Grace Pugh, Children’s Environmental 
Health Network
Corie Radka, Palm Ventures
Karla Raettig, Maryland League of 
Conservation Voters
Danielle Ramos MPH, MSW, Environmental 
Protection Agency, ORISE
Karmjot Randhawa, Medical Society 
Consortium on Climate and Health
Carolyn Rapp, Rock Spring United Church 
of Christ
Shanita Rasheed, Children’s Environmental 
Health Network
Bree Raum, American Wind Energy 
Assocation
Alyssa Rayman-Read, Conservation Law 
Foundation
Austin Reagan, Environmental Defense 
Fund
Buffy Redsecker, SunLight Time Foundation
Gibbs Rehlen**, ecoAmerica
Rebecca Rehr**, ecoAmerica
Lisa Renstrom*, Bonwood Social 
Investments
Rev. Amy Reumann, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America
Sam Ricketts, Office of Gov. Jay Inslee
Kate Robb, American Public Health 
Association
Jennifer Roberts**, ecoAmerica
Carter Roberts, World Wildlife Fund
Breece Robertson, The Trust for Public Land
Amanda Robertson, NC Climate Solutions 
Coalition
Amanda Robinson, Creation Justice 
Ministries
Geof Rochester, GRI Consulting
Alex Rodriguez, DCG Public Affairs
Henk Rogers, Blue Planet Energy
Dr. Joe Romm, ClimateProgress.org
Julie Rosenberg, US Environmental 
Protection Agency, State and Local Energy 
and Environment Program
Ronald Ross, Northwood Estates 
Community Organization
Elizabeth Royal, National Nurse Alliance, 
SEIU
Dianne Russell, Institute for Conservation 
Leadership
Prof. Carlos Santos-Burgoa MD, MPH, PhD, 
The George Washington University
Dr. Mona Sarfaty MD, MPH, Medical Society 

Consortium on Climate & Health George 
Mason University
Rob Sassor, Metropolitan Group
Taj Schottland, The Trust for Public Land
Rev. Marsha Scipio, American Baptist 
Churches USA
Kathryn Seck, The Nature Conservancy
Basav Sen, Institute for Policy Studies 
Kathy Sessions, Health and Environmental 
Funders Network
Dr. Jennifer Seydel, Green Schools National 
Network, Inc
Brendan Shane, The Trust for Public Land
Philip Sharp*, Resources for the Future
Mark Shimamoto MPH, American 
Geophysical Union
Randy Showstack, American Geophysical 
Union
Harriet Shugarman, ClimateMama
Alexandra Shultz, American Geophysical Union
Rev. Marvin Silver, United Church of Christ
Dr. Francis Slakey, American Physical Society
Abby Smith, Bloomberg Environment
Dr. Jonathan Snover, NC Biotechnology 
Center
Jennifer Solt, The George Washington 
University - Department of Environmental 
and Occupational Health
Sandy Sorensen, United Church of Christ, 
Justice and Witness Ministries
Jeffrey Soulen, Climate Restoration Alliance, 
Healthy Climate Alliance
Meighen Speiser*, ecoAmerica
Joshua Speiser, American Geophysical 
Union
Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, The 
Episcopal Church
Felice Stadler, Environmental Defense Fund
Jaime Steve, Invenergy
Dr. Frances Stewart, Elders Climate Action
Dr. Ellen Stofan, National Air and Space 
Museum
Maggie Stogner, Center for Environmental 
Filmmaking
Beth Strachan, Metropolitan Group
Edward Strohbehn, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Dr. Benjamin Strauss, Climate Central
Jennifer Tabola, The Nature Conservancy
Brandon Taylor, The Trust for Public Land
Cher Taylor, SAFE/Electrification Coalition
Alex Thompson, The Wilderness Society
Ashley Thomson, Climate Focus
Tamara Toles O’Laughlin, 350.org
Aaron Torop, Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism
Rev. Andre Towner, D.C. Baptist Convention 

of American Baptist Churches USA
Gayle Tuch, NC Climate Coalition
Sarita Turner, Institute for Sustainable 
Communities
Stacia Turner, The Conservation Fund
Dr. Natasha Udu-gama, American 
Geophysical Union
Kayla Urquhart, Temple University
Dr. Leon Vinci, Drexel University
Rev. Alex Vishio, Central Atlantic Conference- 
United Church of Christ
Dr. Bob Vollinger, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health
Kristina von Hoffmann, Climate Resolve
Jonathan Voss, Lake Research Partners
Molly Voss Fannon, Museum for the United 
Nations
Gerald Wagner, Blackfeet Environmental 
Climate Project
Debra Waldron MD, MPH, FAAP, American 
Academy of Pediatrics
Derek Walker, Environmental Defense Fund
Elizabeth Ward, Land Trust Alliance
Monte Ward, American College of Sports 
Medicine
Kelly Watkinson, Land Trust Alliance
Dr. Fred Webber
Evan Weber, Sunrise Movement
Pamitha Weerasinghe, Union of Concerned 
Scientists
Prof. Edward Weisband Diggs, Virginia Tech
Kathie Westpheling
Jules Wetchi, French Speaking Catholic 
Community of Burlington, VT
Dr. Linda Wharton, Western Episcopal 
District, AME Zion
Parker White*, UsurpPower
Dr. Jalonne White-Newsome, The Kresge 
Foundation
Dr. Sandra Whitehead, National 
Environmental Health Association
Hon. Sheldon Whitehouse, United States 
Senate
Emily Wirzba, Friends Committee on 
National Legislation
Jessica Wolff, Health Care Without Harm
Michael Wright, Writer
Rev. Dr. Christopher Zacharias, John Wesley 
AME Zion Church
Carlos Zegarra, Sachamama
Dr. Paul Zeitz, Healthy Climate Alliance
Melody Zhang, Sojourners, Young 
Evangelicals for Climate Action
Dr. Carol Ziegler, Vanderbilt University
Emma Zinsmeister, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

*Board of Directors

**Staff
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PHOTOS

THANK YOU ATTENDEESTO ALL
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202.457.1900
ecoAmerica.org

building climate leadership

ecoAmerica: Building a critical mass of institutional leadership and 
political will for climate solutions in the United States.

Find us on social media @ecoAmerica

This report was printed on post-consumer fiber content recycled paper.

https://ecoamerica.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ecoamerica
https://twitter.com/ecoAmerica?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT7JaalNL4aiq9ReL5-uZaw
https://www.facebook.com/ecoAmerica/



